ABnrva, 18 lavouapiou 2024

MNpoéokAnon og 2uvévreuén Tutrou
H EAAGSa o€ BeopikA uttoxwpnon: H Koivwvia Twv MoAitwy karaypd@el Tnv oAicnon
Tou KpdTtoug Aikaiou

TerdpTtn 24 lavouapiou, wpa 12.00, AZA (Akadnuiag 60, AGARva)

O1 avegaptnteg opyavwoelg Vouliwatch, EAAnvik6 ZuuBouAio yia toug lMNpoopuyes (E2TI),
Ymroarnpién MNpooeuywy ato Aiyaio (RSA), HIAS EAAGdoc, EAAnvikn Evwon yia Ta Aikaiwuara
Tou AvBpwrtrou (EAEAA) xai Reporters United oag kaAoUpe o€ Koivi) Zuvévteuén Tomrou, Tnv
TerdpTtn 24 lavouapiou, oTig 12.00 otov AZA - Aiknyopiké ZuAAoyo ABRvag (Akadnuiag
60, A8nva).

H mrpodoTion Kal evioxuon Tou Kpdtoug AiKaiou TrTapapével AUECT) TTPOTEPAIOTNTA THG
eAAnVIKig Kolvwviag Twv MoAITwy, evoyel TG oUVEXI{OPEVNG UTTOXWPNONS TWV BEoUWY
NG XWwpag. O1 dlopyavwTpIEG OPYAVWOEIC KaTaBéoae TNV KOIVA Hag €kBeon otnv EupwTraikn
EmTpot yia To KpdTtog Aikaiou otnv EAAGSa 1o 2023, 0TO TTAQICIO TOU E£THOIOU EAEYXOU TWV
€Bvikwv cuoTnudtwy TToU dIe€dyel n EmTpot) péow NG ExBeoncg yia 10 Kpdtog Aikaiou. ZTn
2uvévteugn TUTTOU B0 TTAOPOUCIACOUNE AUTHV TN CUVEICQOPJ, N OTToia KATAYypA@El
XPOvieg TANUUEAEIEG aAAd Kal véeg atTeEIAéG yia TO KpdTog Aikaiou otnv EAAGda.

Evrotifoupe TTEVTE OPICOVTIO {NTAPATA PE AVTIKTUTTO OTIG DIAPOPETIKEG TITUXEG TOU KpdToug
Aikaiou otnv EAAGSQ:

e [apakoAouBnoeig atrd v EBvikA YTnpeoia MNMAnpogopiwv (EYT) kal xprion Tou
Aoyiopikou kataokotreiog Predator katd uwnASBabuwy KpaTiKwy AEITOUpywy,
OnUOCIoYyPAPWY Kal AAAWV OTOXWV,

o [NapéuBaon TNG KUBEPVNONG OTO £PYO TWV CUVTAYHATIKA KATOXUPWHEVWYV
aveapTNTWV apxwv OTTwg n Apxn Alco@daAliong Atroppritou Emikoivwviwy (AAAE),
1I0iWG HECW AVTIOCUVTAYUOTIKWY TPOTTOTTOINCEWY TNG ouvBeong TG ApXNAS, EKQoBIoou
TWV JEAWV TNG KaI KANON TOUG WG UTTOTITWYV O€ TTOIVIKEG OIAIKATIEG,

e AvaykaoTIKA €§a@dvion avlpwtrwy TTou {nTolv doUuAo OTn XWpPa UTrd Tn Hopen
£mMAvVATTPOWONCEWYV, e oUVEXION TNG euBgiag TTapdpfaaong diataywyv Tou EupwTraikou
AikaoTtnpiou Aikaiwpdtwy Tou AvBpwTTou yia Tnv TTapoxn Borbeiag o avBpwToug o€
Kivouvo kai yia Tnv TTpdofach Toug o€ dladikaoieg acUAovu,

e OAioOnon Tng eAeuBepiag Tou TUTTOU, e KATATAEN TNG XWPAG OTNV TEAEUTAia B0 TNG
EE via 8e0Tepn cuvexA xpovid, Adyw Twv atTeIAwVY Kal ETTIBECEWY, TWV
TTAPAKOAOUBNCEWY Kal TWV KATaXPNOTIKWY aywywv (SLAPPs) katd dnuoaioypdowy,

e AoTuvouikn Bia Kal auBaipecia, 16iwg KATA PEIOVOTHATWY, OE CUVOUATUO HE TNV
euplTEPN QVTIANWN TTEPI ATIMWPENCIOG TWV CWHATWY acPaAEiag Kal TNV EAAEIYN
QTTOTEAEOPATIKAG dlEPEUVNONG.


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism/2024-rule-law-report_en

O1 opIANTéG/-pieg 0T ZuvévTeugn TuTTOU Ba TTapoucidoouy, e TIS TTapeUBAoEIg Toug, Ta
TTOPATTAVW ¢NTAPATA, KAl CUYKEKPIUEVA:

o Xté@avog Aoukdtroulog, AicuBuvtric Vouliwatch, «KaAr vopoBétnon-
dlapaveiay

o 0Oodwpng Xovdpoylavvog, Reporters United, «EAeuBepia Tou TUTTOU KAl
UTTOKAOTTEG»

e 'EAAN Kpiwvd-Zapdvrn, diknyopog, HIAS EANGSOG, «ATTOTEAETUATIKOTNTA
dIkaloouvng (aoTuvopia, pushbacks, TToivikotroinon)»

Tn ouvévteuén TuTTOU Ba cuvTovioel N Mapia Aouka, Zevapioypd@og - Anuocioypd@og
(News247). ©a atreuBuvel xaIpeTIOPO o TTpoedpog Tou AZA, AnunRtpiog BepPeodg.

21N Zuvévteugn Tutrou Ba 080UV OTN dNUOCIOTNTA N €KBEON TTOU KATABECOANE OTNV
Eupwraiki ETiTpoTrn, KaBwg Kal N mepiAnyn Twv KUPIOTEPWY CNHEIWV TNG.
H Zuvévteun Tutrou Ba die€axBei oTa eAANVIKA.

H €kBeon pag emonuaivel TepaITéEpw TTAPABIACEIS TWV apyXwyv Tou Kpdtoug Aikaiou Kal Twv
UTTOXPEWOEWYV TToU €TTIRAAAEI TO DIEBVEG, TO EVWOIAKO Kail To €BvikS dikalo. ZTOX0G TNG
OuVEIOQOPAG Hag gival va uttooTnpioupe Tn diadikaoia eAéyyxou Tou Kpdtoug Aikaiou pe Tnv
UTTOROAN a&IGTTIOTWY Kal ETTIKAIPWY TTANPOPOPIWY Kal va aitnBouue atré Tnv EupwTraikni
Emtpot Tn d1atuTTwon cuoTdcewyv TTPpog TNV EAAGdA yia cuykekpIyéveG DETUEUTEIG, WOTE vVa
100 @AANIOTEI N ATTOTEAECUATIKH CUPHOPPWOTN TNG XWPAG UE TIG BEPENIWDEIS APXES KOI VOUIKES
UTTOXPEWOEIG Tou BIkaiou TnG EE.

Athens, 18 January 2024

Invitation to Press Conference
Greece in institutional decline: Civil society tracks persisting rule of law backsliding

Wednesday, January 24, at 12.00, at DSA - Athens Bar Association (60 Akadimias,
Athens)

Independent organisations Vouliwatch, Greek Council for Refugees (GCR), Refugee Support
Aegean (RSA), HIAS Greece, Hellenic League for Human Rights (HLHR) and Reporters United
invite you to a joint press conference, on Wednesday, January 24, at noon (12.00), at DSA
- Athens Bar Association (60 Akadimias, Athens).

Defending and strengthening the rule of law remains a core priority for Greek civil
society against the backdrop of ongoing institutional decline in the country. The hosting
organisations submitted our joint report to the European Commission on the rule of law in
Greece in 2023, as part of the Commission's annual monitoring of Member States’ systems
through its Rule of Law Report. At the press conference, we will present this contribution,



https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism/2024-rule-law-report_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism/2024-rule-law-report_en

which documents persisting deficiencies and emerging threats to the rule of law in
Greece.

We identify five cross-cutting issues permeating different pillars of the rule of law in Greece:

e Surveillance by the National Intelligence Service (EYP) and use of Predator spyware
against high-ranking state officials, journalists and other targets;

e Government interference in the work of constitutionally protected independent
authorities such as the Communication Security and Privacy Authority (ADAE), namely
through unconstitutional changes to its composition, intimidation of its members and
summons thereof as suspects in criminal proceedings;

e Enforced disappearance of people seeking asylum in the country in the form of
push backs, in continued direct contempt of European Court of Human Rights orders to
provide assistance to people in distress and allow them access to asylum procedures;

e Declining press freedom ranking last among EU countries for a second consecutive
year, on account of threats and attacks, surveillance and SLAPPs against journalists;

e Police violence and arbitrariness, especially against minorities, in combination with a
general perception of impunity of law enforcement bodies and a lack of effective
investigations.

Speakers at the press conference will present, with their interventions, the above issues,
namely:

Stefanos Loukopoulos, Vouliwatch Director, "Good legislation-transparency”
Thodoris Chondrogiannos, Reporters United, "Press freedom and wiretapping”
Elli Kriona-Saranti, Lawyer, HIAS Greece, "Effectiveness of justice (policing,
pushbacks, criminalisation)"

The press conference will be moderated by Maria Louka, Screenwriter - Journalist (News247).
Athens Bar Association President, Dimitrios Vervesos, will address an opening speech.

At the press conference, the report and executive summary we submitted to the
European Commission will be released. The press conference will be held in Greek, but the
report and the summary will be available in English.

Our report also highlights further breaches of rule of law principles and of international, EU and
domestic legal obligations. Through our contribution, we aim to inform the rule of law monitoring
process with reliable, up-to-date evidence and urge the European Commission to recommend
concrete commitments from Greece to ensure effective compliance with EU foundational
principles and legal obligations.



